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Highlights on Inter-state movements/flows of goods by Rail, 
Waterways and Airways during 2020-21 

The report on “Inter-State Movements/Flows of Goods by Rail, River and Air” includes 
statistics on movement of goods between various States of India which is commonly known as 
Inland Trade. Inland trade of goods involves four modes of transportation namely Railways, 
Airways, Roadways and Waterways. DGCI&S publishes report on inland trade of goods via all 
of these modes except that via roadways. 

1. During 2020-21, total inter-state movement (including internal movement) of different 
commodities by rail was 11879.9 lakh tonnes, an increase by 2.13% over 11632.4 lakh 
tonnes in 2019-20. 

2. Top 5 commodities with 76.05% contribution in total inter-state movement of goods 
(including internal movement) by rail in 2020-21, were ‘Coal & Coke’, ‘Iron Ore’, 
‘Cement’, ‘Iron & Steel’ and ‘Fertiliser & Chemical Manure’, with shares of 44.07%, 
12.86%, 10.05%, 4.67% and 4.40% respectively.    

 

3. Top 5 states of India which exported goods to other states by rail in 2020-21, were Odisha, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, A.P. and Gujarat, with shares of 17.87%, 15.26%, 13.22%, 7.31% 
and 6.61% respectively. 

4. Top 5 states of India which imported goods from other states by rail in 2020-21, were West 
Bengal, U.P., Bihar, Maharashtra and A.P, with shares of 12.29%, 11.34%, 8.46%, 8.18% 
and 7.38% respectively. 

5. Inward/outward movement along with internal movement of goods indicates total internal 
movement of goods within India. During 2020-21, total such movement of goods by rail 
happened mostly in Odisha, West Bengal, U.P., Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh with shares 
at 14.65%, 10.35%, 9.88%, 8.96% and 8.06% of total movement of goods by rail 
respectively. The top 5 commodities involved in such movement were Coal & Coke, Iron 
Ore, Cement, Iron & Steel and Fertiliser & Chemical manure. 

6. During 2020-21, total 447.78 thousand tonnes of different commodities were transported 
by airways (including internal movement) within India which was down by 13.43% over 
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517.26 thousand tonnes of inter-state movement (including internal movement) of goods 
by airways in 2019-20. 

7. Top 3 states of India which exported different commodities to other states by airways in 
2020-21, were Delhi, Maharashtra and Karnataka, contributing 29.62%, 16.83% and 
13.51% respectively. 

8. Same 3 states, Delhi, Maharashtra and Karnataka, were highest in importing different 
commodities from other states by airways in 2020-21, contributing 23.65%, 15.91% and 
11.19% respectively. 

9. During 2020-21, total inter-state movement (including internal movement) of different 
commodities by waterways/riverways was 434.22 lakh tonnes, which was decreased by 
15.2% over 376.92 lakh tonnes of total inter-state movement (including internal movement) 
of goods by waterways/riverways in 2019-20. 

 

10. Top 3 states of India which were involved in outward movement of goods by waterways in 
2020-21 were Gujrat, Odisha and A.P. with shares of 45.1%, 24.84% and 21.55% 
respectively in total outward movement of goods by waterways/riverways in 2020-21. 

11. Top 3 states of India which were involved in inward movement of goods by waterways in 
2020-21 were Maharashtra, A.P. and Odisha with shares of 36.95%, 22.57% and 15.52% 
respectively in total inward movement of goods by waterways/riverways. 
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