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Overview 

 

Role and Functions of the Directorate 

The Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence & Statistics (DGCI&S), Department of 

Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India, Kolkata is responsible for 

collection, compilation and dissemination of Indiaôs merchandise trade statistics and commercial 

information. The merchandise trade data for exports and imports are processed and published by 

this Directorate on monthly basis for formulating various trade policies of the Government and for 

the users from all walks of life like trade organizations, boards and bodies, institutions, private 

users, Foreign and Indian Embassies etc. The DGCI&S also compiles and publishes the Inland 

Trade Statistics inter alia Inter-State Movements of Goods by Rail, River and Air, Inland Coastal 

Trade Statistics, Statistics of Indiaôs Customs and Excise Revenue Collection according to Tariff 

Heads, Shipping Statistics and Selected Statistics of Foreign Trade of India.  Another publication 

namely, the Indian Trade Journal (ITJ), a weekly publication of DGCI&S, is a repository material 

of commercial interest as well as a major channel for flow of information on tenders at the 

National and International level is being published since 05
th
 April 1906 without any break. The 

commercial Library of DGCI&S, which will soon be completing 100 years, serves a vast clientele. 

The website of DGCI&S is www.dgciskol.gov.in.  Various trade related information is 

disseminated through the website of DGCI&S.  

Highlights of Performance 

Foreign Trade Statistics 

The press note for the month of July 2010 has been released by the Ministry of Commerce & 

Industry. Provisional data in Brochure form (SFTI) has been released up to May 2010 and final 

data (MSFTI) has been released up to April 2010. The Quarterly publication namely, Statistics of 

Foreign Trade of India by countries (Vol. I ï Export, Vol. II ï Import) have been published up to 

the quarter ending March 2010.  

Ancillary Trade Statistics 

The publication óInter-State Movements / Flows of Goods by Rail, River and Airô has been 

published for 2008-09.  Finalisation of other publications entitled óSelected Statistics of the 

Foreign Trade of India- 2007-08ô, óStatistics of the Inland Coasting Trade Consignments of India 

ï 2007-08ô and óStatistics of Foreign and Coastal Cargo Movements of India - 2007-08ô are in 

progress and are expected to be published very soon.  

Import/Export Directory 

The works relating to the 27
th
 edition of the óDirectory of Indian Exportersô and the 3

rd
 edition of 

the óDirectory of Indian Importersô are in progress. 

Commercial Library 

The Commercial Library is in the process of computerising its service by introducing LIBSYS 

software-7 in the Library. Efforts are also being made to digitize the rare books and documents 

for effective preservation. 

http://www.dgciskol.gov.in/
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Indian Trade Journal 

Efforts have been made to launch a separate website for the Indian Trade Journal so as 

to enable the users to view it online. This website is likely to be operational very soon. 

Computerisation of Ancillary Trade Statistics 

The Inland Trade branch publication ñInter-state movements/flows of goods by Rail, River and 

Airò is one of the oldest publications of DGCI&S. The processing of data in this branch is done by 

the in-house SWs after the branch was computerized in June 2008. For other branches of 

Ancillary Trade Statistics, efforts are being made to integrate the processing of all Ancillary Trade 

Statistics in one module, the modalities of which is being worked out. 

Dissemination Software 

To disseminate data to the users as per their requirements, a generalized dissemination software 

package has been developed. This package will benefit the officials of DGCI&S to easily run the 

query and get the data extracted. The package is a generalized one.  

Pay Package 

The Establishment section ï II, i.e. the Accounts Section has been computerized in 2010-11 and 

a comprehensive Pay Package in Oracle has been developed. The package is being used for 

smooth and easy dispose of details to the officials about their pay details. It facilitates among 

other things, the Monthly Pay Slips of all the employees, their GPF details, Income Tax deduction 

position etc. The package has been made effective from April 2010.  

DGCI&S Office Building 

Since its inception in 1871, DGCI&S has been functioning from 1, Council House Street, Kolkata 

ï 700001. However, DGCI&S office will be shifted shortly to its own new building at 565, 

Anandapur, Ward ï 108, Plot ï 22, Sector ï 1, East Calcutta Area Development Project, Kolkata 

and is expected to function from new office building by mid-October 2010.  

Data Revision Policy 

From April 2009 onwards DGCI&S has been following a dynamic data revision policy by which 

while releasing the data of a particular month, the data of the previous months of the financial 

year will also be revised by taking into account the late receipted data. The revisions take place 

at the stage of Press Note, FTSI and MSFTI till data for the month of March is finalized and 

released. As the two data sets are getting continuously updated/revised every month and data 

for a particular month is released at different points of time, the provisional data of Principal 

Commodities and the 8-digit ITC (HS) commodity level data may not always tally until the two 

data sets are frozen at the end of the financial year. The data for April-March after it is frozen at 

8-digit ITC (HS) commodity level will be the final figures for the respective month.  
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Organisational set up and main functions 

 

The Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence & Statistics (DGCI&S) functions under the 

charge and overall guidance of the Director General of Commercial Intelligence & Statistics.  

Manned by Indian Statistical Service (ISS) and Indian Economic Service (IES) Officers, the 

DGCI&S has mainly six divisions as follows: 

1. Foreign Trade Export Data Processing and Dissemination Division 

2. Foreign Trade Import Data Processing and Co-ordination Division 

3. Computer Division 

4. Ancillary & Derived Statistics Division 

5. Commercial Intelligence Division 

6. Administrative Division including Hindi Unit and Commercial Library. 

In addition to this set up in Kolkata, DGCI&S has its officers posted in different Custom Houses in 

Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Kochi to monitor the flow of data from Customs to DGCI&S. Each 

of these offices has Indian Economic Service Officer posted there but their establishment costs 

are maintained by DGCI&S. While the offices of Mumbai and Chennai have Directors, the 

Kolkata and Kochi offices have Deputy Directors.  

Foreign Trade Export Data Processing & Dissemination Division 

This division has mainly two wings ï Export and Dissemination.  The Export wing consisting of 

five branches is responsible for processing of export data and Dissemination wing containing two 

branches is responsible for data dissemination. The division is headed by a Deputy Director 

General of Indian Statistical Service Officers, and the branches are presently headed by Deputy 

Directors from Indian Statistical Service. While the main functions of the export wing is 

processing, including receipts of manual DTRs, batch preparation for scrutiny and data entry, 

monitoring of overall receipts of DTRs, error lists (record to record, alpha, checking etc.) scrutiny 

and Brochure and MSFTI tables checking etc., the main processing and error list generations are 

done by the designated officers at Computer Division. There are over 70 staff members engaged 

in export data processing and data dissemination.  

Foreign Trade Import Data Processing and Co-ordination Division 

This division also has two wings ï Import and Co-ordination. The Import wing consisting of five 

branches is responsible for processing of Import data and Co-ordination wing is responsible for 

all the technical Co-ordination (internal as well as external) of the Directorate. Although the 

Foreign Trade data are processed separately for export and import but the dissemination of data 

is done for both Import and export by the same Dissemination wing. The division is headed by a 

Deputy Director General of Indian Statistical Service Officers, and the wings are presently 

headed by Assistant Director from Indian Statistical Service and Statistical Officers of the 

Directorate. While the main functions of the import wing is similar to the export i.e., processing 

including receipts of manual DTRs, batch preparation for scrutiny and data entry, monitoring of 

overall receipts of DTRs, error lists (record to record, alpha, checking etc.) scrutiny and Brochure 

and MSFTI tables checking etc., the main processing and error list generations are again done 



4 

 

by the designated officers at Computer Division. There are over 60 staff members engaged in 

import data processing and co-ordination. 

Computer Division 

This division is responsible for receipt of data (EDI and non-EDI) by electronic media, i.e., 

through VSAT / LEASED LINE / E-mail or CD. Manual data entry and their processing are also 

done in this division. The main computer processing of foreign trade data is done in this division. 

Although there are designated officers at the level of Directors from Indian Statistical Service for 

main processing of export /import data, SW package development, etc. and all the computer 

operations required for generation of print-outs related to processing of foreign trade data, other 

day-to-day works like data uploading from ICEGATE server to the main system, data 

entry/reconciliation, etc. are also carried out by the branch officers. Besides the above activities, 

monitoring, allocation and maintenance of HW and SW used in this Directorate are the 

responsibilities of this division. Two Directors from Indian Statistical Service are looking after the 

work of software development, maintenance of hardware & software and different stages of 

computer operations.  

Ancillary & Derived Statistics Division 

This division has a few branches like Inland Coastal Trade Statistics, Shipping, Revenue 

Statistics, Inland Trade, etc. with each branch deals with the respective branch data like Inland 

Trade data, Shipping data, Coasting Trade data, Air Borne data, Revenue data and compilation 

of Indices. Earlier the branches were under the charge of Director level officers of Indian 

Statistical Service, but recently the Coastal statistics, Shipping and Inland Trade branches have 

been put under the control of one Deputy Director General of Indian Statistical Service officer 

with Assistant Director from Indian Statistical Service and Statistical Officers of the Directorate as 

Branch Officers. Other branches like Revenue Statistics and Index branches are still headed by 

Director level officers of Indian Statistical Service.   

Commercial Intelligence Division 

This division provides information to the trading community on various aspects such as 

importers/exporters names, addresses, names of the commodities imported/exported, countries 

of trade interests, etc. which may promote their trade interests in general. Besides the above 

information this division also brings out an important journal named ñIndian Trade Journalò 

uninterruptedly since April 5, 1906.  Commercial Library is also functioning under this Division.  

The complete physical stock verification of the library has been completed in 2009. The division 

is presently headed by a Director level officer of Indian Economic Service.  

Administrative Division, Hindi Unit and Commercial Library 

This division is responsible for all house-keeping works including accounts. Progressive use of 

Hindi and maintenance of Commercial Library, a public library in nature, are also the 

responsibilities of this division. At present this division is headed by an Indian Economic Service 

Officer, in the rank of Director. 
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Foreign Trade Performance of India 

 

Indiaôs Exports, Imports and Balance of Trade 

The global slowdown had its impact on the economy of almost all the countries, including India. 

The trade deficit in 2008-09 was much more (49.72 %) compare to the previous two years.  As 

such Indiaôs trade deficit stood at Rs. 533680 crores during 2008-09 with values of exports and 

imports at Rs. 840755 crores and Rs. 1374436 crores respectively. However, as may be seen 

from Table 3.1 below that the position was better in 2009-10 as the trade deficit had decreased 

(2.90 %) compare to last year. This happened due to the negative growth of import during 2009-

10 (ï 0.78 %). The trade deficit in 2009-10 was Rs. 518202 crores with values of exports and 

imports as Rs. 845534 crores and Rs. 1363736 crores respectively.  

Table 3.1: India's Exports, Imports, and Balance of Trade from 2000-01 to 2009-10 

 
value in Rs. '00 crores percentage growth 

Year Exports Imports 
Balance of 

Trade 
Exports Imports 

Balance of 

Trade 

2000-01 2035.71 2308.73 -273.02 27.58 7.26 -50.96 

2001-02 2090.18 2452.00 -361.82 2.68 6.21 32.53 

2002-03 2551.37 2972.06 -420.69 22.06 21.21 16.27 

2003-04 2933.67 3591.08 -657.41 14.98 20.83 56.27 

2004-05 

(Revised) 
3753.40 5010.65 -1257.25 27.94 39.53 91.24 

2005-06 4564.18 6604.09 -2039.91 21.60 31.80 62.25 

2006-07 5717.79 8405.06 -2687.27 25.28 27.27 31.73 

2007-08 6558.64 10123.12 -3564.48 14.71 20.44 32.64 

2008-09 8407.55 13744.36 -5336.80 28.19 35.77 49.72 

2009-10 8455.34 13637.36 -5182.02 0.57 -0.78 -2.90 

 

Indiaôs imports in 2009-10 was Rs. 1363736 crores compared to Rs. 1374436 crores in 2008-09, 

resulting in a negative growth of import for the first time in about more than two decades. 

Although there was negative growth of import in 2009-10, export growth was also less (0.57 %). 

While negative growth implies importing less, (which may be good for economy in terms of self-

sufficiency and foreign exchange reserve, etc.) decrease in export at the same time may not be 

desirable.  

 



6 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Indiaôs Export performance  

Indiaôs merchandise exports stood at Rs. 845534 crores in 2009-10 as compared to Rs.840755 

crores during 2008-09, resulting only in a marginal growth of 0.57 % in 2009-10. The 

corresponding growth was 28.19 % in 2008-09 indicating that there was less impact of global 

recess/slowdown on Indiaôs economy in the initial year.  

Table 3.2A: India's Export to some important countries during the period from 2005-06 to 2009-10 

Country 

values in Rs. crores percentage share to total exports 

2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

U A E 38039 54445 62915 110229 113348 8.33 9.52 9.59 13.11 13.41 

U S A 76828 85368 83388 96458 92417 16.83 14.93 12.71 11.47 10.93 

China P RP 29925 37530 43597 42661 54714 6.56 6.56 6.65 5.07 6.47 

Hong Kong 19796 21179 25385 30391 37301 4.34 3.70 3.87 3.61 4.41 

Singapore 24020 27462 29662 37757 35948 5.26 4.80 4.52 4.49 4.25 

Netherland 10957 12082 21038 28890 30301 2.40 2.11 3.21 3.44 3.58 

U K 22399 25421 26967 30345 29476 4.91 4.45 4.11 3.61 3.49 

Germany 15877 18007 20599 29195 25633 3.48 3.15 3.14 3.47 3.03 

Saudi Arab 8012 11711 14923 22940 18552 1.76 2.05 2.28 2.73 2.19 

France 9207 9506 10454 13777 17999 2.02 1.66 1.59 1.64 2.13 

Belgium 12712 15722 16943 20309 17757 2.79 2.75 2.58 2.42 2.10 

Japan 10985 12954 15516 13808 17143 2.41 2.27 2.37 1.64 2.03 

Korea RP 8090 11379 11482 18354 16127 1.77 1.99 1.75 2.18 1.91 

Italy 11153 16212 15748 17365 16072 2.44 2.84 2.40 2.07 1.90 

Indonesia 6111 9177 8693 11578 14605 1.34 1.60 1.33 1.38 1.73 

Malaysia 5144 5902 10337 15780 13504 1.13 1.03 1.58 1.88 1.60 

Bangladesh 

pr 7369 7366 11743 11319 11495 1.61 1.29 1.79 1.35 1.36 

Brazil 4829 6577 10132 11874 11365 1.06 1.15 1.54 1.41 1.34 

Sri Lanka 

DSR 4829 10206 11374 10893 10290 1.06 1.79 1.73 1.30 1.22 

South 

Africa 6760 10165 10699 8994 9751 1.48 1.78 1.63 1.07 1.15 

Total  456418 571779 655864 840755 845534 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

 

Major Export Destinations 

The most important destination of Indiaôs exports was UAE during the year 2009-10. In terms of 

value, Indiaôs exports to UAE exceeded one lakh crores in 2009-10. Closely following UAE was 

USA, for which the exports value stood at Rs. 92417. The shares of export values to the total 

exports for both these countries were more than 10 % in 2009-10 and the next highest share was 

that of China RP (6.47 %). However, in terms of annual growth rates, the exports to these top 

two countries, i.e. UAE and USA are quite contrasting. While the exports to UAE grew only by 

2.83 % in 2009-10 as compared to huge growth (75.20 %) in 2008-09, the growth of exports to 

USA was negative (4.19 %) in 2009-10 and that was 15.67 % in 2008-09 (Table 3.2B). The 

percentage shares of exports in the total exports to these top two countries, i.e., UAE and USA, 

during the last five years from 2005-06 to 2009-10 are very contrasting. While the shares of 

exports to UAE were increasing over the years, those of USA were decreasing during these 

years, as may be seen from Table 3.2A. In fact as seen in Table 3.2A, from 2005-06 to 2007-08, 

USA was the top destination country for exports and UAE was in the second position. But, for 

2008-09 and 2009-10, their positions have just changed, thus UAE has replaced USA at the top. 

However, the third positioned destination country, i.e., China RP was consistent in terms of 



9 

 

shares (between 5 ï 6 %) of exports in the total exports during these years. In terms of shares of 

exports, the next two top destination countries after UAE, USA, and China RP, are Hong Kong 

and Singapore. While the shares of exports to Hong Kong during these years, i.e., from 2005-06 

to 2009-10 were fluctuating, those of exports to Singapore were consistently decreasing. Among 

the top 20 Export destinations, the growth of exports in 2009-10 was highest (30.65 %) for 

France, followed by China (28.25 %), Indonesia (26.14 %), Japan (24.15 %), Hong Kong (22.74 

%), etc. (Table 3.2B).  

 

Table 3.2B India's Export to some important countries during the period from 2005-06 to 2009-10 

Country 

values in Rs. crores percentage growth  

2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

U A E 38039 54445 62915 110229 113348 43.13 15.56 75.20 2.83 

U S A 76828 85368 83388 96458 92417 11.12 -2.32 15.67 -4.19 

China P RP 29925 37530 43597 42661 54714 25.41 16.17 -2.15 28.25 

Hong Kong 19796 21179 25385 30391 37301 6.99 19.86 19.72 22.74 

Singapore 24020 27462 29662 37757 35948 14.33 8.01 27.29 -4.79 

Netherland 10957 12082 21038 28890 30301 10.27 74.12 37.32 4.88 

U K 22399 25421 26967 30345 29476 13.49 6.08 12.52 -2.86 

Germany 15877 18007 20599 29195 25633 13.42 14.39 41.73 -12.20 

Saudi Arab 8012 11711 14923 22940 18552 46.16 27.42 53.73 -19.13 

France 9207 9506 10454 13777 17999 3.25 9.97 31.78 30.65 

Belgium 12712 15722 16943 20309 17757 23.68 7.77 19.87 -12.57 

Japan 10985 12954 15516 13808 17143 17.92 19.78 -11.01 24.15 

Korea RP 8090 11379 11482 18354 16127 40.66 0.90 59.85 -12.13 

Italy 11153 16212 15748 17365 16072 45.37 -2.86 10.27 -7.44 

Indonesia 6111 9177 8693 11578 14605 50.18 -5.28 33.19 26.14 

Malaysia 5144 5902 10337 15780 13504 14.73 75.15 52.65 -14.43 

Bangladesh pr 7369 7366 11743 11319 11495 -0.04 59.43 -3.62 1.56 

Brazil 4829 6577 10132 11874 11365 36.21 54.05 17.20 -4.29 

Sri Lanka DSR 4829 10206 11374 10893 10290 111.38 11.44 -4.23 -5.54 

South Africa 6760 10165 10699 8994 9751 50.37 5.25 -15.93 8.42 

Total  456418 571779 655864 840755 845534 25.28 14.71 28.19 0.57 

Major Exports  

Table 3.3 below gives the export values of major items during 2005-06 to 2009-10. The most 

important item group exported by India in 2009-10 was ñEngineering goodsò with value of exports 

more than 1.5 lakh crores and accounting for 18.25 % of Indiaôs total exports. But, export of 
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engineering goods during this period has decreased by 16.13 %, as compared to 2008-09 when 

it was Rs. 183998 crores. The main markets for these items are developed countries and 

emerging economies like China. It is heartening to learn that Indiaôs exports of these 

sophisticated manufactured items to major economies have gone up substantially in recent 

years. This indicates the newly gained maturity of Indiaôs manufacturing base. 

Gems and Jewellery is next important item in Indiaôs export basket.  Its share in total exports was 

15.06 % in 2005 ï 06 but decreased to 12.64 % and to 12.08 % in 2006-07 and 2007-08 

respectively. However, it has recorded increases in the years 2008-09 (15.29 %) and 2009-

10(16.27 %). Gems and jewellery are mainly exported to rich countries like USA, UK, Japan, 

Belgium and Switzerland, trading nations like Hong Kong and Singapore, and also newly 

industrialised countries like Thailand. UAE is also an important market.  

 Table 3.3: India's Export of major items during the period from 2005-06 to 2009-10 

  value in Rs. crores 

  2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Tea 1731 1970 2034 2689 2944 

Coffee 1589 1969 1872 2256 2032 

Rice 6221 7036 11752 11164 11254 

Tobacco 1331 1685 1932 3461 4344 

Spices 2116 3158 4204 6338 6157 

Cashew 2585 2491 2210 2901 2802 

Oil Meals 4875 5504 8141 10269 7832 

Fruits & Vegetables 2535 3611 3527 5111 5963 

Marine Products 7036 8001 6927 7066 9900 

Iron Ore 16829 17656 23400 21725 28366 

Mica, Coal & Other Ores, Minerals 

including processed minerals 10460 14030 13317 14152 12731 

Leather & leather manufactures 11600 13278 13674 15931 15551 

Gems & Jewellery 68753 72295 79228 128575 137568 

Drug, Phrmcutes & Fine Chemls  22116 26895 30760 40422 42456 

Other Basic Chemicals 18293 22693 25345 31458 32351 

Engineering Goods 85462 119874 135717 183998 154320 

Electronic Goods 9621 12916 13484 31301 25895 

Computer Software 419 378 599 1557 859 

Cotton Yarn/Fabs./made-ups etc. 17465 19089 18721 18930 18732 

Man-made Yarn/Fabs./made-ups etc. 8668 9975 11663 13919 17092 

RMG of all Textiles 38154 40237 39001 50293 50791 

Jute Mfg. including Floor Covering 1312 1178 1313 1376 1033 

Carpet 3775 4199 3796 3565 3482 

Handicrafts excl. hand made carpet 2045 1982 2046 1384 1067 

Petroleum Products 51533 84520 114192 123398 132899 

Plastic & Linoleum 12482 14718 13763 13817 15913 

Total Exports 456418 571779 655864 840755 845534 

An obvious development in the field of exports is the recent surge in exports of petroleum 

products. The share of this group in Indiaôs export basket has gone up from 4.84 % in 2001-02 to 

as much as 17.41% in 2007-08, making it the third most important export item group. After 2007-

08 it showed a decrease in terms of its share in total exports to 14.68% in 2008-09 but recorded 

a marginal increase in 2009-10 (15.72 %). In terms of export growth over the previous year, 

petroleum products recorded maximum growth in 2006-07 (64.01 %). Thereafter it recorded a 
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decrease in growth over the last three years (35.11 % in 2007-08, 8.06 % in 2008-09 and 7.70 % 

in 2009-10). The major export destinations for this commodity also include some oil-producing 

countries like Iran, UAE and Indonesia. The countries like Singapore, Netherlands, Brazil and Sri 

Lanka are other important buyers. 

Table 3.3A: India's Export growth of major items during the period from 2005-06 to 2009-10 

 

growth (%) over the previous year 

 

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Tea 13.8 3.2 32.2 9.5 

Coffee 23.9 -4.9 20.5 -9.9 

Rice 13.1 67.0 -5.0 0.8 

Tobacco 26.6 14.7 79.1 25.5 

Spices 49.2 33.1 50.8 -2.9 

Cashew -3.6 -11.3 31.3 -3.4 

Oil Meals 12.9 47.9 26.1 -23.7 

Fruits & Vegetables 42.4 -2.3 44.9 16.7 

Marine Products 13.7 -13.4 2.0 40.1 

Iron Ore 4.9 32.5 -7.2 30.6 

Mica, Coal & Other Ores, Minerals including 

processed minerals 34.1 -5.1 6.3 -10.0 

Leather & leather manufactures 14.5 3.0 16.5 -2.4 

Gems & Jewellery 5.2 9.6 62.3 7.0 

Drug, Phrmcutes & Fine Chemls  21.6 14.4 31.4 5.0 

Other Basic Chemicals 24.1 11.7 24.1 2.8 

Engineering Goods 40.3 13.2 35.6 -16.1 

Electronic Goods 34.2 4.4 132.1 -17.3 

Computer Software -9.8 58.5 159.9 -44.8 

Cotton Yarn/Fabs./made-ups etc. 9.3 -1.9 1.1 -1.0 

Man-made Yarn/Fabs./made-ups etc. 15.1 16.9 19.3 22.8 

RMG of all Textiles 5.5 -3.1 29.0 1.0 

Jute Mfg. including Floor Covering -10.2 11.5 4.8 -24.9 

Carpet 11.2 -9.6 -6.1 -2.3 

Handicrafts excl. hand made carpet -3.1 3.2 -32.4 -22.9 

Petroleum Products 64.0 35.1 8.1 7.7 

Plastic & Linoleum 17.9 -6.5 0.4 15.2 

Total Exports 25.3 14.7 28.2 0.6 

Basic chemicals (Drug, Phrmcutes & Fine Chemls and other basic chemicals combined) is an 

area in which India is consistently doing well as far as exports are concerned. In the recent 

years, basic chemicals have replaced readymade garments from the fourth most important 

source of foreign exchange earner.  In 2006-07, basic chemicals accounted for around 8.67 % of 

Indiaôs total value of export. In the next two years it remained at 8.55 % and thereafter it showed 

a marginal increase in 2009-10(8.85 %).  

Traditionally, India has had a comparative advantage in textiles. But the share of this item in 

Indiaôs total exports is gradually decreasing over the years. The share of this commodity in 
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Indiaôs total volume of export has come down to 7.04 % in 2006-07 from 11.42 % in 2001-02 and 

it has further decreased to 5.95 % in 2007-08. Thereafter it recorded a marginal increase in the 

following two years (5.98 % in 2008-09 and 6.01% in 2009-10). However, it still continues to be 

the fourth largest foreign exchange earner for the country when considered basic chemicals 

separately from other basic chemicals. Indiaôs main markets for this item group are the 

developed western countries like USA, UK, Germany, France and Italy and also UAE. 

Table 3.3B: India's Export of major items during the period from 2005-06 to 2009-10 

 

percentage share in total exports 

 

2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Tea 0.38 0.34 0.31 0.32 0.35 

Coffee 0.35 0.34 0.29 0.27 0.24 

Rice 1.36 1.23 1.79 1.33 1.33 

Tobacco 0.29 0.29 0.29 0.41 0.51 

Spices 0.46 0.55 0.64 0.75 0.73 

Cashew 0.57 0.44 0.34 0.35 0.33 

Oil Meals 1.07 0.96 1.24 1.22 0.93 

Fruits & Vegetables 0.56 0.63 0.54 0.61 0.71 

Marine Products 1.54 1.40 1.06 0.84 1.17 

Iron Ore 3.69 3.09 3.57 2.58 3.35 

Mica, Coal & Other Ores, Minerals 

including processed minerals 2.29 2.45 2.03 1.68 1.51 

Leather & leather manufactures 2.54 2.32 2.08 1.89 1.84 

Gems & Jewellery 15.06 12.64 12.08 15.29 16.27 

Drug, Phrmcutes & Fine Chemls  4.85 4.70 4.69 4.81 5.02 

Other Basic Chemicals 4.01 3.97 3.86 3.74 3.83 

Engineering Goods 18.72 20.97 20.69 21.88 18.25 

Electronic Goods 2.11 2.26 2.06 3.72 3.06 

Computer Software 0.09 0.07 0.09 0.19 0.10 

Cotton Yarn/Fabs./made-ups etc. 3.83 3.34 2.85 2.25 2.22 

Man-made Yarn/Fabs./made-ups etc. 1.90 1.74 1.78 1.66 2.02 

RMG of all Textiles 8.36 7.04 5.95 5.98 6.01 

Jute Mfg. including Floor Covering 0.29 0.21 0.20 0.16 0.12 

Carpet 0.83 0.73 0.58 0.42 0.41 

Handicrafts excl. hand made carpet 0.45 0.35 0.31 0.16 0.13 

Petroleum Products 11.29 14.78 17.41 14.68 15.72 

Plastic & Linoleum 2.73 2.57 2.10 1.64 1.88 

Total Exports 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Although Indiaôs iron ore exports had increased by leaps and bounds in the last few years, a 

slowdown in the export growth for iron ore was observed in 2005ï06 which further detoriated in 

2006-07 (4.91 %). Although it showed a sudden increase in growth during 2007-08 (32.52 %), a 

negative growth was recorded again in 2008-09 (7.16 %). However, in 2009-10, the growth was 

again positive by 30.57 %. The reason for decrease in exports of this commodity during 

intermediate years is mainly due to a slowdown in the demand from China. Indiaôs main markets 

for iron ores are USA, China, Belgium, Italy and Spain.  
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Cotton yarn, fabrics, man-made yarns, made-ups, etc. accounted for 2.22 % and 2.02 % of 

Indiaôs total exports in 2009-10. Cotton yarn/ fabrics /made-ups handloom products etc. has 

decreased steadily over the years from 2005-06 to 2009-10 (from 3.83 % to 2.22 %). However, 

that of man-made yarns, fabrics, made-ups, etc. has recorded marginal fluctuations in terms of 

its share in Indiaôs total exports over the same period.   

Share of Export of leather and leather manufacture has been gradually and continuously 

declining from 4.28 % in 2001ï02 to 1.84 % in 2009-10. Exports share of electronic goods has 

also recorded a marginal growth over the last two years compared to the more or less same level 

it recorded a few years prior to 2008-09. The share of Tea exports also showed stagnation over 

the last five years (between 0.3 % to 0.4 %).  

Exports through major Ports 

Among Indian ports, Nhava Sheva Sea handles the largest value of export cargo. About one-fifth 

of Indiaôs merchandise exports are made through this port during the last five years. Indiaôs total 

export through this port was 19.84 % in 2006-07. But it showed a marginal decrease over the 

following two years (19.32 % in 2007-08 and 17.91 % in 2008-09). However, the export share 

(18.27 %) through this Port recorded a marginal increase of 3 % in 2009-10 as compared to 

2008-09. 

Close behind Nhava Sheva Sea is Mumbai Air, with a share of 11.20 % during 2009-10 and 

registering an increase of growth of export value by around 7 % as compared to the previous 

year. In fact, Nhava Sheva Sea and Mumbai Air are the two most important ports of the country 


